
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-73 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARINA 

RECEIVING A REPORT ON THE HILLTOP PARK AD HOC COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROVIDING DIRECTION ON THE FINAL 

DESIGN OF THE HILLTOP PARK AT THE DUNES 
 

WHEREAS, at the regular meeting of May 19, 2020, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 

2020-53, approving the amendment to the University Village (now The Dunes on Monterey Bay) 

Phase 2 Tentative Map. The amendment included conceptual layouts of the City Park within Phase 

2 known as Hilltop Park; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Council received a presentation and approved the conceptual plan for the Hilltop 

Park (Attachment 1) on April 20th, 2021 by adopting Resolution 2021-36 with the exception of 

vegetation for the park. As part of the resolution, City Council directed the formation of an ad hoc 

committee to develop recommendations specific to “trees, grasses, forbs and shrubs, which is all 

plant material to be incorporated in the development of the Hilltop Park at The Dunes.”, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the preliminary park plan will serve as a basis for final park design.  Final design will 

move forward once Council input has been considered and addressed.  All the improvements at 

this park location will be fully funded by Marina Community Partners (MCP).  The basic 

programming and elements of the parks will remain as close as possible to what was approved by 

the amended tentative map and Specific Plan, and;  

 

WHEREAS, the Ad Hoc Committee consisting of representatives of the City Council (Mayor 

Bruce Delgado), Recreation and Cultural Services Commission (Chair Darlena Ridler, 

Commissioner Jeff Uchida), Public Works Commission (Commissioner Mike Owen), Tree 

Committee (Committee Member Greg Simmons), Marina Tree and Garden Club (Juli Hoffman 

and Grace Silva-Santella), Citizens for Sustainable Marina (Karen Andersen), along with Dr. Fred 

Watson met on May 26th, 2021, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the ad hoc committee received a presentation from the Dunes landscape design team 

deliberated and provided the following recommendations to City Council: 

 

1) Engage consultants with experience using Fort Ord natives for restoration and 

incorporate their recommendations in the plans. 

2) The plans should include more information about site challenges with a focus on 

hydroseed application and keeping existing native vegetation currently remaining. 

3) Update the plan to show current (May 2021) vegetation. 

4) Describe in the landscaping plan how on-site (e.g., Fort Ord) stock and which species 

will be used. 

5) Use a native plant emphasis, but not necessarily 100% coverage of natives across the site. 

Planting plans should show the long-term vegetation vision of the Hilltop Park. 

6) Show on the plans which type of planting (e.g., for native restoration) will go in the 

various areas of Hilltop Park. 

7) Use I-naturalist and David Styer's Flora of Fort Ord as references to select local natives 

for landscaping. 

8) Include a more specific plant list using local native plants. 

9) Bring the next version of proposed plant list back to ad-hoc committee. 

10) Enhance dog park using oaks instead of cypress trees. 
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11) Include approximately 17 cypress trees where wind barriers are needed such as west of 

dog park. 

12) Consider oak placement on west face of Hilltop Park in protected areas. 

13) Consider placing the 8ft wide path from 9th Street to the top of the park to retain as much 

existing native vegetation as possible. 

14) Begin seed collections in 2021 as soon as possible for species in all seral stages (e.g. 

pioneers, and mid and late-seral stages).   

 

WHEREAS, MCP will fully fund construction of the Park once the designs are approved by the 

City. Per Conditions #11 and #20 of the Tentative Map Conditions of Approval, Hilltop Park will 

then be owned and maintained by the City. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Marina that does 

hereby: 

1. Receive a report on the Hilltop Park Ad-hoc committee recommendations with the intent 

to follow the as best as possible with the exception of recommendation #9; and  

2. We assign Mayor Bruce Delgado and Fred Watson to be a liaison between the developer’s 

staff and the Ad-hoc committee members who are interested in remaining in the loop. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Marina at a regular meeting duly 

held on the 15th day of June 2021, by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  COUNCIL MEMBERS: Berkley, Biala Delgado 

NOES:  COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:  COUNCIL MEMBERS: Medina Dirksen, Burnett 

ABSTAIN:  COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

 

 

_________________________ 

Bruce C. Delgado, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Anita Sharp, Deputy City Clerk 
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June 10, 2021 Item No. 11b 
 

Honorable Mayor and Members   City Council Meeting  

of the Marina City Council                        of June 15, 2021 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ADOPTING RESOLUTION NO. 2021-, 

RECEIVING A REPORT ON THE HILLTOP PARK AD HOC COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROVIDING DIRECTION ON THE FINAL 

DESIGN OF THE HILLTOP PARK AT THE DUNES 

 

 

REQUEST: 

It is requested that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 2021-, receiving a report on the Hilltop 

Park ad-hoc committee recommendations and providing direction on the final design of the Hilltop 

Park at The Dunes. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

At the regular meeting of May 19, 2020, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2020-53, 

approving the amendment to the University Village (now The Dunes on Monterey Bay) Phase 2 

Tentative Map. The amendment included conceptual layouts of the City Park within Phase 2 

known as Hilltop Park. 

 

The Dunes Specific Plan Community Design Strategy for the Park System Design Concept of 

Hilltop Park is defined as follows: 

 

This site has significant topography which yields beautiful panoramas from the top of the 

plateau.  This Park is proposed to be a passive park with an emphasis on native planting, 

dunes, sheltered overlooks and seating areas, picnic and barbecue facilities, and a dog park.  

Trails should follow the site contours to provide access from Eighth and Ninth streets. 

 

City Council received a presentation and approved the conceptual plan (“EXHIBIT A”) for the 

Hilltop Park on April 20th, 2021 by adopting Resolution 2021-36 with the exception of vegetation 

for the park. As part of the resolution, City Council directed the formation of an ad hoc committee 

to develop recommendations specific to “trees, grasses, forbs and shrubs, which is all plant 

material to be incorporated in the development of the Hilltop Park at The Dunes.” 

 

The Ad Hoc Committee consisting of representatives of the City Council (Mayor Bruce Delgado), 

Recreation and Cultural Services Commission (Chair Darlena Ridler, Commissioner Jeff Uchida), 

Public Works Commission (Commissioner Mike Owen), Tree Committee (Committee Member 

Greg Simmons), Marina Tree and Garden Club (Juli Hoffman and Grace Silva-Santella), Citizens 

for Sustainable Marina (Karen Anderson), along with Dr. Fred Watson met on May 26th, 2021.  

The ad hoc committee received a presentation from the Dunes landscape design team deliberated 

and provided the following recommendations to City Council: 

 

1) Engage consultants with experience using Fort Ord natives for restoration and 

incorporate their recommendations in the plans. 



2) The plans should include more information about site challenges with a focus on 

hydroseed application and keeping existing native vegetation currently remaining. 

3) Update the plan to show current (May 2021) vegetation. 

4) Describe in the landscaping plan how on-site (e.g., Fort Ord) stock and which species 

will be used. 

5) Use a native plant emphasis, but not necessarily 100% coverage of natives across the site. 

Planting plans should show the long-term vegetation vision of the Hilltop Park. 

6) Show on the plans which type of planting (e.g., for native restoration) will go in the 

various areas of Hilltop Park. 

7) Use I-naturalist and David Styer's Flora of Fort Ord as references to select local natives 

for landscaping. 

8) Include a more specific plant list using local native plants. 

9) Bring the next version of proposed plant list back to ad-hoc committee. 

10) Enhance dog park using oaks instead of cypress trees. 

11) Include approximately 17 cypress trees where wind barriers are needed such as west of 

dog park. 

12) Consider oak placement on west face of Hilltop Park in protected areas. 

13) Consider placing the 8ft wide path from 9th Street to the top of the park to retain as much 

existing native vegetation as possible. 

14) Begin seed collections in 2021 as soon as possible for species in all seral stages (e.g. 

pioneers, and mid and late-seral stages). 

 

ANALYSIS: 

Changes to the approved concept plan directed by the City Council upon review of the 

recommendations of the ad-hoc committee will serve as a basis for final park design.   

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

MCP will fully fund construction of the Park once the designs are approved by the City. Per 

Conditions #11 and #20 of the Tentative Map Conditions of Approval, Hilltop Park will then be 

owned and maintained by the City. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

This request is submitted for City Council consideration. 

 

 

      

Brian McMinn, P.E., P.L.S. 

Public Works Director/City Engineer 

City of Marina 

 

 

REVIEWED/CONCUR: 

 

 

      

Layne P. Long 

City Manager 

City of Marina 
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