
RESOLUTION NO. 2022-27 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARINA  

APPROVING PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MARINA  

AND THERMO SCIENTIFIC PORTABLE ANALYTICAL INSTRUMENTS  INC, OF 

TEWKSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS, FOR ONE (1)  TRUNARC HANDHELD NARCOTICS 

ANALYZER  AND WARRANTY PLAN IN THE AMOUNT OF $37,036.84 FOR MARINA 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, WAIVING THE CITY’S FORMAL BID PROCESS, WITHOUT 

COMPETITIVE BIDDING, FINDING THAT COMPETITIVE BIDDING WOULD BE 

UNAVAILING, WOULD NOT PRODUCE AN ADVANTAGE AND WOULD NOT BE IN THE 

PUBLIC INTEREST, AUTHORIZE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO MAKE NECESSARY 

ACCOUNTING AND BUDGETARY ENTRIES AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO 

EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY SUBJECT TO FINAL REVIEW 

AND APPROVAL BY THE CITY ATTORNEY 

 

WHEREAS, the Marina Police Department identified the need to acquire a narcotics identification 

system that enhanced the safety of officers by limiting exposure to potentially dangerous illegal 

substances that can potentially be life threatening; and 

 

WHEREAS: the Police Department identified the TruNarc Narcotic Handheld Narcotics Analyzer 

system produced by Thermo Scientific Portable Analytical Instruments, Inc, of Tewksbury, 

Massachusetts, as the system that provided the officer safety and narcotic testing capabilities 

required; and 

 

WHEREAS, the TruNarc Handheld Narcotics Analyzer system offers an unlimited five year 

warranty, tests for almost five-hundred substances, including narcotics, stimulants, depressants, 

hallucinogens and analgesics: has a library of substances that can be tested, which is updated to 

include emerging drug threats; limits direct contact by officers with most substances; delivers 

clear, real-time results for presumptive evidence, and provides automated, tamper-proof records 

with scan results, including time-and-date stamps to help expedite prosecution; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Thermo Scientific Portable Analytical Instruments agreement (“EXHIBIT A”) 

also includes factory repair, loaner units when available and 24/7 technical support. Companion 

PC TruNarc admin. software, unlimited access to TruNarc eLearning course and free basic 

software updates to core narcotics library provided for the life of the instrument, and includes 

TruNarc on-site instructor led training for up to twelve students; and 
 

WHEREAS, Municipal Code section 3.16.040 provides an exception to the requirement for 

competitive bidding when the City Council finds by resolution that competitive bidding would be 

unavailing, would not produce an advantage and would not be in the public interest. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Marina does hereby: 

 

1. Approve the purchase of one (1) TruNarc Narcotic Handheld Narcotics Analyzer System 

and the TruNarc unlimited five-year warranty (“EXHIBIT A”) in the amount of 

$37,036.84 from Thermo Scientific Portable Analytical Instruments, Inc, of Tewksbury, 

Massachusetts, in the amount of $37,036.84 without competitive bidding finding that 

competitive bidding would be unavailing, would not produce an advantage and would not be 

in the public interest; and 

 

2. Approve expenditure of $37,036.84 from the adopted Police Department FY 2021-2022 

Budget, Expense Account #100.210.000.00-6400.740 – “Material &Suppl Special Dept 

Suppl.”; and 
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3. Authorizes Finance Director to make necessary accounting and budgetary entries, and; 

 

4. Authorize City Manager to execute purchase agreement on behalf of City subject to final 

review by the City Attorney. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Marina at a regular meeting duly 

held on the 1st day of March 2022 by the following vote: 

 

AYES, COUNCIL MEMBERS: Medina Dirksen, Burnett, Berkley, Delgado 

NOES, COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT, COUNCIL MEMBERS: Biala 

ABSTAIN, COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

 

 

_________________________ 

                                                                                                                  Bruce C. Delgado, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________  

Anita Sharp, Deputy City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

February 17, 2022 Item No. 8f(5) 
 

Honorable Mayor and Members City Council Meeting 

of the Marina City Council of March 1, 2022 

 

            CITY COUNCIL CONSIDER ADOPTING RESOLUTION NO. 2022-, 

APPROVING PURCHASE OF ONE (1) TRUNARC HANDHELD 

NARCOTICS ANALYZER IN THE AMOUNT OF $37,036.84 FROM 

THERMO SCIENTIFIC PORTABLE ANALYTICAL INSTRUMENTS INC, 

OF TEWKSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS, UTILIZING FUNDS SET ASIDE 

IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT FY 2021-2022 BUDGET FOR PURCHASE 

OF SAID EQUIPMENT AND WARRANTY PLAN, WAIVING CITY’S 

FORMAL BID PROCESS, WITHOUT COMPETITIVE BIDDING, 

FINDING THAT COMPETITIVE BIDDING WOULD BE UNAVAILING, 

WOULD NOT PRODUCE AN ADVANTAGE AND WOULD NOT BE IN 

THE PUBLIC INTEREST, AUTHORIZE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO MAKE 

NECESSARY ACCOUNTING AND BUDGETARY ENTRIES AND 

AUTHORIZE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

ON BEHALF OF CITY SUBJECT TO FINAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

BY THE CITY ATTORNEY 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

 

1. Consider adopting Resolution No. 2022-, approving purchase of one (1) TruNarc 

Narcotic Handheld Narcotics Analyzer in the amount of $37,036.84 from Thermo 

Scientific Portable Analytical Instruments, Inc, of Tewksbury, Massachusetts, 

utilizing funds set aside in the Police Department FY 2021-2022 Budget for purchase 

of said equipment and warranty plan, and; 

 

2. Consider waiving the City’s formal bid process, without competitive bidding, finding 

that competitive bidding would be unavailing, would produce an advantage and 

would not be in the public interest, and;   
 

3. Authorize Finance Director to make necessary accounting and budgetary entries, and; 

 

4. Authorize City Manager to execute purchase agreement on behalf of City subject to 

final review by the City Attorney. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Police departments across the nation are experiencing incidents of officers being exposed to 

potentially dangerous illegal substances that can potentially be life threatening. The simple act of 

testing unknown substances is hazardous and potentially life threatening . Officers routinely test 

potentially illegal substances in the course of their duties and safety during these procedures is 

paramount.  

 

In order to provide a safer substance testing procedure, the Police Department has been 

researching and searching for a system that can provide the needed safety and have the ability to 



identify many substances. The result of the search was the identification of the Thermo Scientific 

Portable Analytical Instruments, TruNarc Narcotic Handheld Narcotics Analyzer. TruNarc offers 

the following advantages over the current testing method: 

1. Tests for almost five-hundred substances, including narcotics, stimulants, depressants, 

hallucinogens, and analgesics. 

2. TruNarc has a library of substances that can be tested, which is updated to include 

emerging drug threats. 

3. Requires no direct contact by officers with most substances. 

4. Delivers clear, real-time results for presumptive evidence. 

5. Provides automated, tamper-proof records with scan results, including time-and-date 

stamps to help expedite prosecution. 

 

There are fifty-six California law enforcement agencies who are currently utilizing the TruNarc 

system. Almost all of the agencies district attorney’s offices consider TruNarc results as valid as 

testing done by departments of justice. As such, prosecution is faster, and fees charged to cities 

by departments of justice disappear as they are no longer needed.  

 

Some of the other benefits of using TruNarc are that little known substances are being identified 

almost instantly, the need for officers to handle potentially lethal narcotics is greatly reduced and 

valuable department of justice lab time is freed up for higher priority cases.  

 

The Police Department does not require any additional funding to purchase the TruNarc system 

as funding has been set aside in the Department’s FY 2021-2022 Budget as a result of a donation 

made to the Department from the Annemarie Shein Trust, Resolution #2001-122. 

 

ANALYSIS: 

Staff extensively researched TruNarc and like systems. Staff found TruNarc is unique and able to 

provide the safety, services, and performance the Department requires. There is no other 

comparable system(s).  

 

The cost of this project is $37,036.84 and includes an unlimited five-year warranty and the 

TruNarc Solution Kit for identification of heroin and other special narcotics. For more details of 

the sale, see the attached quote and Thermo Scientific Portable Analytical Instruments Inc – 

Terms and Conditions of Sale (“EXHIBIT A”).  

 

The TruNarc warranty is advantageous in that it includes factory repair, loaner units when 

available and 24/7 technical support. Companion PC TruNarc admin. software, unlimited access 

to TruNarc eLearning course and free basic software updates to a core narcotics library are 

provided for the life of the instrument. The warranty also includes TruNarc on-site instructor led 

training for up to twelve students. 

 

Marina Municipal Code Chapter 3.16, Section 3.16.040, Bidding Required – Exceptions 

provides that bidding procedures shall be dispensed with when the City Council finds by 

resolution that competitive bidding would be unavailing, would not produce an advantage and 

would not be in the public interest. 

 

The choice of using Thermo Scientific Portable Analytical Instruments Inc. as sole source 

provider is predicated on the fact that Thermo Scientific Portable Analytical Instruments Inc. is 

the only company that offers the services and products required by the Police Department.  

 



For the City to use the competitive bidding process it is unlikely it would significantly lower the 

price and it would result in a delay of two (2) to three (3) months from City Council approval to 

call for bids, item bid document specification preparation, bid advertising, opening, City Council 

awarding of bids, et cetera. 

 

Based on the ease of implementation, police officer safety, and the lack of narcotic identification 

systems that offer the services and ease of use as Thermo Scientific Portable Analytical 

Instruments Inc, a competitive bidding process would be unavailing, would not produce an 

advantage and would not be in the public interest. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Should Council approve this request, the purchase of the TruNarc system and the five-year 

warranty will cost $37,036.84. No City funds are required to make this purchase as it will be paid 

for by a donation from the Annemarie Shein Trust, Resolution #2021-122. The Trust funds are 

located in the Police Department FY 2021-2022 Budget, Revenue Account #100.210.000.00-

5870.700 – Contributions Police. The expenditure of funds to purchase the TruNarc system will 

be done through the FY 2021-2022 Police Department Budget, Expense Account 

#100.210.000.00-6400.740 – Material & Suppl Special Dept Suppl.  

 

CONCLUSION: 

This request is submitted for City Council consideration and possible action. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________ 

Richard J. Janicki, Jr.  

Management Analyst 

Police Department 

City of Marina 

 

REVIEWED/CONCUR: 

 

 

____________________________ 

Tina Nieto 

Chief of Police 

City of Marina 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Layne Long 

City Manager 

City of Marina  

 


